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Preface

Many books dealing with the topic of Adolescent
Development and youth work are written by scholars in
what are usually termed “Western” countries and cover
theories and research which have for the most part been
developed in those same countries and deal with factors
influencing adolescent development from that perspective.

However, scholars in Asia have begun building up
a body of work in the social sciences which focus more
directly on Asian issues, examining how much of the more
common theories and approaches are applicable to Asia. It
is hoped that this book, particularly the first part, can make a
contribution in this area.

Hong Kong is a large international metropolis but its
day-to-day social life is firmly embedded in Chinese culture.
The territory has a long history of professional social work
dating back to the establishment of Hong Kong as a colony
in 1842. This book describes the development of four major
areas of youth work which have the longest history in Hong
Kong. These areas have evolved as Hong Kong itself has
evolved socially and economically over decades in response
to real, practical needs and the unique background of
Chinese culture.

Much of what has been developed over the years in
the area of youth work in Hong Kong can provide a useful
reference point to other countries and cultures in Asia,
particularly those which have been influenced by Chinese
culture where insights and programs developed in Hong
Kong can be adapted to local needs.
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